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ABSTRACT

Chi-teng Sheng, who 1s one of the most important novelists in Taiwan, had published about one
hundred and thirty novels and three corpuses in his thirty-five year pursuit of literature creation.
Strong self-observation and the style swinging between reality and ideal had ripened into his
unique writing character. This study, by referring to logotherapy, aimed to reveal the life meaning
concealed from Chi-teng Sheng himself and his works, that as his way to soothe his sorrow from
the past and quest for the value of self-existence.

This study divides into six sections. The introduction points out the background and method of the
study, then review other previous studies to Chi-teng Sheng’s fiction. The second chapter presents
Chi-teng Sheng’s brief biography, which brings in his life experience and why poverty leads his
life into tragedy. In addition, this section explores these big losses in his life journey. The
following chapter goes further to discuss how Chi-teng Sheng had used his fiction as the salvation
for the grief after the loss of his family members. By embracing his father’s love, he retrieved his
self-identity again; by taking responsibility for the family, he waved farewell to his brother’s death;
through blessing, he atoned for his broken promises. Being able to soothe the sorrow from the loss
of his family members may be of crucial meaning for Chi-teng Sheng in seeking for his own inner
peace in life. The forth chapter takes{ T love black eyes )as an example to discuss Chi-teng Sheng’s
existentialism. From the leading role’s character and the symbolization of cataract to describe that
there is a kind of pure good over morality. It is only when the kind of pure good and morality
conflict, the attitudinal value stands out. The fifth chapter addresses that Chi-teng Sheng not only
gradually achieved self-completion by clarified existence values constantly in his decades-long
writing career, but found his life meaning lying in inner peace and the freedom from ego. In
addition, by generalizing the various life meanings those variant leading roles represent, this study

recommends means to practice those concrete values. In the end, this study concludes that Chi-teng



Sheng’s inquest of attitude and altitude in life, the acceptance of personal responsibility were all
generalized into his wisdom. Moreover, when he cast his quill aside and devoted himself in other
forms of art, it was not only still a crusade for beauty, but Chi-teng Sheng’s new angle to embrace

the society.

Keywords: Chi-teng Sheng ~ Logotherapy ~ Existentialism ~ life meaning
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