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ABSTRACT

This is a study aiming at an in-depth understanding of local organizations
and local societal interconnections through the patter of their activities, in the
case of Beigang township, Yun-ling County, Taiwan. Two major aspects are
discussed in specific examples and details: first, the religious organizations;
second, the modern non-profit organizations. Special attention will be given to the
way and the spirit of the operation of these organizations, in order to explore the

cultural and spatial formation of this local society.

In term of the theories involved in this study, Ferdinand Tennies’s concept of
“community” plays a foundational role in this study. Martin Heidegger’s ideas of
dwelling and the existential foothold in the life-world are critical in the approach
of this study. This study also adopts some theoretical insights from Clifford
Geertz’s The Interpretation of Cultures, Peter Drucker’s Managing the Next

Society, and Yi-fu Tuan’s Escapism.

Local people of Beigang are specifically bounded human beings guided by
the deepened meaning that they uphold and confronted by the challenges of life
and their environment. Religious experience obviously played a crucial part in
their lives both past and present. Organizations related to religious activities
provide a very good section of the entire local society. In the meantime, the onset
of modern society brought a new pattern of organization to the locals. NPO
permeated Beigang and most of them carry less social or cultural mission than the
traditional religion-related organizations. The operating pattern and the way how

people participate in these organizations differ from the past a great deal.

Through the discussion of various cases in both aspects of local organizations,
this study has lay out a whole picture of how the local people initiate their
participation into the society and how they shape their locale socially and spatially
via the activities of these organizations. This study can provide insights and new
understandings of local organizations and the shaping of the localities, and the

modes of human interactions and interconnections on the local, grass-root level.
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