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Abstract

Taiwan is an island nation located in the western Pacific Ocean just off the

eastern coast of China. Due to the idand’s specific geographic location it is

susceptible to tropical typhoons and large scale earthquakes. The typhoons can

generate massive flooding in the lower coastal plains and can create deadly landsides

that damage entire villages.

Government departments must be able to meet the demands that a natural

disaster could bring on the island. The response to incoming disasters, and the

reconstruction processes that follow such disasters, should be addressed in the current

disaster plans. This plan must include methods to minimize the number of

causalities and the damage to property in Chiayi City. This paper anayzes the

mechanisms of the prevention project in comparison to the United States of America's

Disaster Prevention and Relief Act. The emphasis of this article is on the operation

of the current disaster readiness plan and its prevention techniques in order to make

recommendations to the existing strategies and policies.

In addition to the comparisons between the United States and Taiwan's



Disaster Readiness Plans, it is the hope of this paper to provide a more in-depth study

that would lead to recommendations and suggestions for the coordinating procedures

of different units and departments of various government offices on the central and

local levels when responding to a natural disaster in order increase efficiency.

It is necessary to identify the United States of America's Disaster Prevention

and Relief Plans strengths and weaknesses on a practical view point in order to

analyze the detailed characteristics of Chiayi City’s Disaster Prevention and Relief

Plan to make necessary amendments where needed. Finally, based upon the

theoretical and practical aspects of this research and its results it is possible to

improve upon Taiwan's existing programs, laws and regulations in regards to its

Disaster Prevention and Relief Plan.

Keywords: disaster management, Disaster Prevention and Relief, emergency

response mechanism, crisis management, disaster response
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