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Living in community: The practice of community care for adults

with intellectual disabilitiesin Taiwan.
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Abstract

Influenced by the community care system in Western countries, people in Taiwan
have gradually recognized the importance of disabled peopl€e’s participation in local
communities and their integration into society. However, unlike Western welfare
states where the disability movement advocates for the quality of life in
non-ingtitutional settings, most adults with intellectual disabilities in Taiwan are
looked after by their families, with limited governmental support. The community
care programs in Taiwan are usually developed by non-profit organizations (NPOs)
and have to face the hostile neighbors and lack of financial resources. This study
analyzes the development of the Ji-ji Eco-community Home in a rural area of central
Taiwan and focuses on ther relations with local community and resources
management.

This research shows that the Ji-ji Eco-community Home provides services that
combine work, education and a living for local adults with intellectua disabilities.
Those services enable coworkers to stay in a familiar environment and to keep
connections with their local communities. The community home has taken the
initiative to build friendly relations with the local community and has turned the
community members into a formal and informal support. In addition, the community
home sells its homegrown vegetables and uses various official resources to achieve
fiscal balance.

Finally, this research suggests that to implement a community care program in
Taiwan, NPOs have to establish good relations with their local communities and look
for any possible resources. Local communities could provide a friendly environment
for adults with intellectual disabilities and provide social and economic support for

the community home.

Keywords : mentally challenged, physically and mentally challenged, community care,

community home
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