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Abstract

This research aims to explore the relationship between family social capital and

the academic achievement of junior high school students, and includes a comparison

and verification on the mediating effect of family social capital on the variables of

personal/family socioeconomic background and academic achievement.

Samples for this study are derived from the Taiwan Education Panel Survey

(TEPS) database published by Academia Sinica, targeting surveys of students

currently attending junior high school and the parents. The derived statistics are

subjected to a linear regression coefficient analysis.

1.

Results of the analysis indicate the following three findings:

Female junior high school students have relatively higher family social capital
than male students. Junior high school students with less numbers of siblings have
higher family social capital. Students living in areas with higher levels of
urbanization have higher family social capital. Students from families of higher
social status have significantly higher family social capital than those from
families of lower social status. Students in private junior high schools have higher
family social capital than students in public junior high schools.

Female junior high school students have relatively better academic performance
than male junior high school students. Students with less numbers of siblings have
better academic performance than students with more siblings. Students living in
areas with higher levels of urbanization have better academic performance than
students living in areas with lower level of urbanization. Junior high school
students from families of higher social status have significantly better academic

performance than students from families of lower social status. Students in private
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junior high school have better academic performance than students in public
junior high school.

3. The factor of family social status has a direct effect on the academic performance
of junior high school students. Family social capital has a direct effect on the
academic performance of junior high school students. Family social status has a
direct effect on family social capital. Family social status has not only a direct
effect but also an indirect effect on the academic performance of junior high

school students through the influence of family social capital.

Keywords : social capital, academic achievement
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