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Abstract:

EU is the biggest contributor of humanitarian aid in the world. However, the
humanitarian aid is not the real solution to the problems. It’s the root cause of the
crises that EU needs to endeavor to solve.

EU emphasizes that a better development can reduce the need of relief and a
better relief would be a help to development. Therefore, the relief should link
properly with development in order to promote the victims’ ability to handle the
crises. Moreover, the target of the aid is not only lead to a return to normal life but to
provide them better living conditions, so they can protect themselves against the risks.
And this is the core concept of LRRD.

This thesis starts from the evolution of LRRD. First, it introduces the
background and the contents of LRRD, and then through the case of Tajikistan to
understand the operation of LRRD. In the end, it reviews EU’ LRRD and finds the
challenges that EU faces.
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Development cooperation

Article 208

1. Union policy in the field of development cooperation shall be conducted within
the framework of the principles and objectives of the Union's external action. The
Union's development cooperation policy and that of the Member States complement
and reinforce each other.

Union development cooperation policy shall have as its primary objective the
reduction and, in the long term, the eradication of poverty. The Union shall take
account of the objectives of development cooperation in the policies that it
implements which are likely to affect developing countries.

2. The Union and the Member States shall comply with the commitments and take
account of the objectives they have approved in the context of the United Nations
and other competent international organisations.

Article 209

1.The European Parliament and the Council, acting in accordance with the ordinary
legislative procedure, shall adopt the measures necessary for the implementation of
development cooperation policy, which may relate to multiannual cooperation
programmes with developing countries or programmes with a thematic approach.

2. The Union may conclude with third countries and competent international
organisations any agreement helping to achieve the objectives referred to in Article
21 of the Treaty on European Union and in Article 208 of this Treaty.

The first subparagraph shall be without prejudice to Member States' competence to
negotiate in international bodies and to conclude agreements.

3. The European Investment Bank shall contribute, under the terms laid down in its
Statute, to the implementation of the measures referred to in paragraph 1.
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Article 210

1. In order to promote the complementarity and efficiency of their action, the Union
and the Member States shall coordinate their policies on development cooperation
and shall consult each other on their aid programmes, including in international
organisations and during international conferences. They may undertake joint action.
Member States shall contribute if necessary to the implementation of Union aid
programmes.

2. The Commission may take any useful initiative to promote the coordination
referred to in paragraph 1.

Article 211
Within their respective spheres of competence, the Union and the Member States

shall cooperate with third countries and with the competent international
organisations.
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Humanitarian Aid

Article 214
1. The Union's operations in the field of humanitarian aid shall be conducted within
the framework of the principles and objectives of the external action of the Union.
Such operations shall be intended to provide ad hoc assistance and relief and
protection for people in third countries who are victims of natural or man-made
disasters, in order to meet the humanitarian needs resulting from these different
situations. The Union's measures and those of the Member States shall complement
and reinforce each other.

2. Humanitarian aid operations shall be conducted in compliance with the principles
of international law and with the principles of impartiality, neutrality and
non-discrimination.

3. The European Parliament and the Council, acting in accordance with the ordinary
legislative procedure, shall establish the measures defining the framework within
which the Union's humanitarian aid operations shall be implemented.

4. The Union may conclude with third countries and competent international
organisations any agreement helping to achieve the objectives referred to in
paragraph 1 and in Article 21 of the Treaty on European Union.

The first subparagraph shall be without prejudice to Member States' competence to
negotiate in international bodies and to conclude agreements.

5. In order to establish a framework for joint contributions from young Europeans to
the humanitarian aid operations of the Union, a European Voluntary Humanitarian
Aid Corps shall be set up. The European Parliament and the Council, acting by
means of regulations in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure, shall
determine the rules and procedures for the operation of the Corps.

6. The Commission may take any useful initiative to promote coordination between
actions of the Union and those of the Member States, in order to enhance the
efficiency and complementarity of Union and national humanitarian aid measures.

7. The Union shall ensure that its humanitarian aid operations are coordinated and

consistent with those of international organisations and bodies, in particular those
forming part of the United Nations system.

R 75« Lisbon Treaty website, “Lisbon Treaty”,
http://www.lisbon-treaty.org/wcm/the-lisbon-treaty.html
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