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Abstract

The earliest documentary for Catholicism to enter China was missionary of
Nestorianism in 635. Father Cobesa of Dominicans spread the Gospel in Taiwan as
the earliest documentary in 1328. In addition, the second time was in the year of 1626,
which Father Bartolone Martinez of Dominicans with four Fathers and a friar with
Spanish army were off the shore in Keelung Sheliao island to spread the Gospel.
Because the Netherlands army defeated the Spanish troops, the missionaries of
Spanish were sent back to Indonesia Davia, and therefore, the missionary works were
interrupted in Taiwan. Furthermore, the reappearance of spreading the Gospel for
Catholicism in Taiwan was Father Guo Gang De and Father Paul Hung of Spanish
Catholicism arrived at Kaohsiung Habor from the Philippines via Xiamen.

Houses of worship are the existent symbols of churches. The architecture of
churches are specified and sanctified through the ceremonies. Therefore, churches are
no longer ordinary structures but sacred houses. This research ams to conduct &
systematic analysis on church etiquette through the elements of interior etiquette
space in church architecture in Chiayi diocese. Also, this research aims to analyze the
mutual correlations among church construction cost, church constructing time and the
increase and decrease pf church members. Furthermore, the localization movement of
Taiwan Catholic Church and its effect in Chiayi diocese is also investigated in this
research.

This thesis is divided into five chapters. The summary of the background,
religious doctrines, ordinance, church organizations and a brief history of church
architecture are outlined in chapter one. The establishment and demarcation of Taiwan
churches and the afferent history of Catholicism in China and Taiwan are discussed in
chapter two. Besides, according to the developing process of educationa
administration in Chiayi diocese, the causes of pioneering and stable periods in the
year of from 1952 to 1969 till the stagnation of catholic church members after the year
of 1970 are analyzed. In chapter three, the church etiquette space and route planning
are considered to meet the integrity of etiquette process for Thanksgiving and the fully
participation of Catholics. In this part, the elements of church space etiquette which
includes the entry zone of church, the Catholics seat, the holy sanctorum, the baptism
pond, the reconciliation room, the ancestor worship zone, the holy icon and the



changes of etiquette space forms are disdussed. In chapter four, the effect of Chinese
culture renaissance movement, Chinese traditional architecture, and ecumenical
councils on the architecture construction, types and localization of Taiwan Catholic
Church and churches in Chiayi diocese are explored. Also, take the traditional
conservation of Tsou tribe as an example, the effortsthat  Catholic Church has made
on localization is explored in chapter four. Chapter five focuses on the localization of
Catholic Church, the localization in Chiayi diocese is observed through the etiquette
of worshiping the ancestors, cultural renaissance, the exterior and interior of Catholic
Church and the traditional of aboriginal of Tsou tribe. After the year of 1949, a large
guantity of clergymen came to Taiwan to build considerable churches. Afterwards, the
decreasing number of church members and gradual aging of clergymen caused these
prosperous churches to be closed. This thesis also offers some related suggestions on
how to activate these churches, such as planning one day tour on churches, making
churches as home stays, establishing churches as day-care center with hospitals,
making churches as half-way rest stops for bikes, providing church spaces for the use
of community, foreign labors and underprivileged groups, helping church members to
set up web-sites to promote their churches, and etc.

Key words: Catholic, Catholicism, doctrines, etiquette , localization, space,

culture.
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