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A study of literati thought and stylein trees of

Chinese Landscape Painting
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Abstract

Landscape painting is a unique part in Chinese paintings, mainly driving from Chinese
people’s human nature which liking to be obscure and enjoying life in the woods and
mountains, so the spirit of Chinese landscape painting is totally different from that one of the
Western.Trees is one of the important subject in the Chinese landscape paintings, expressing
the painter’s inner abundant feelings by means of brush pens with various form, ink lines and

fading skill, which also brewing the endless mental inspiration.

Trees is not only can be independent to be an entire body of aesthetics, but also interfere
the transformation of landscape paintings, even having influence on the whole picture of
one — on the technique, owing to the various form of trees, which having some difficulties:
on the content, the vivid of the landscape paintings and aesthetics need to be expressed by the
image of trees: on the form of the paintings, since trees is the crucial factor, point, line, and
plane which constrcts in the space with the image of trees needing to be controlled

considerably.

The study is focus on the form of trees, coming with the work of historical Chinese
landscape paintings to research the relationships between meaning and style as well as the

technique, historical development, and display among the traditional Chinese culture.

This study is conducted with five chapters. The first chapter is Introduction, which
contains rationale, research background and scope. The second chapter is Literature Review.
The third chapter is the Philosophy of Trees with style of trees in the historical Chinese
paintings. The fourth chapter is the analysis of trees with structure, display and generalizing

the interfere relationship. The fifth chapter is Conclusion and suggestions to the research.

After comprehending the study of theory, it turns over to list following several arguments
and thinking as well as the following direction of creative research: First, it is very intimate
between trees and human and has tree parts of aesthetics of trees statue on the religious, social

and artistic characteristic. Second, it includes general rules of trees in structure and principle.

I



Third, it has the effect on leading visual focus and increasing picture distance in general

appearance of pictures.

In General, Trees is one of the very important visual symbols in Chinese landscape
painting, with mountains, clouds and waters which having occupied different areas in the
Chinese paintings. The form of trees is a technique ink brush pens with signs to show a
unique style and form in the Chinese landscape paintings, which easily expressing the

conation and spirit of Chinese philosophy.

From the discussion, analysis and reflection on the historical Chinese landscape
paintings and literature, this study already has built an obvious context and research

proposition on the subjects of trees systematically.

Key words : Chinese landscape painting ~ trees * style ~ form
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