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Literature Development in Kouhu and Sihu Areas

Rescearcher:Lin Tai Lung Advisor:Dr.Cheng Ting Kuo
Department of Chinese Literature
Nan Hua University
Master’s Thesis

Abstract
The initial motives that the author writes “Literature Development in Kouhu and Sihu

Areas” include remote cause and immediate cause. The remote cause is cultural
atmosphere of the regional study of Taiwan literature in recent years; and the immediate
cause is author’s historical mission of being a local resident in Yunlin Sihu. Born and
raised in Sihu, the author has wonderful memory and considerable understanding on local
landscape, cultural thinking, and life changes. Due to the convenience and advantage of
being a local resident, the author may be able to work on field study, research in detail and
analyze truthfully the literature pieces in the hope that this thesis comprehensively depicts
the source and context of literature development in Kouhu and Sihu areas. Under the
limitation of energy and time, the author makes tremendous effort to finish the study by

conquering a great deal of difficulty.

Geographically, Kouhu and Sihu areas are classified as a borderline region of “Tip of
wind and tail of water”. Yet, Jinhu New Harbor in the area is the seaport of Beigang River
where was once in history famous Beigang External Wharf. *“Acquisition Hall Study
Room” and “Hsiang Li Poetry Society” owned by the Confucianism master, Mr. Li
Hsi-tuan, are located in the area; thus, he was also honored by the name Seashore Tsou Lu.
Although there are scattered poetry collections in this area, it is still in a shortage of a
comprehensive and systematic organization and conclusion of the poetry in the entire
region. In order to substantially collect Yunlin literature history and energize local
literature information, it is essential to encourage more studies and development for

establishing a thorough research in the future.

This paper is organized as follows: Chapter 1 is the introduction, and presents the
research motives, objectives, scope of research, research method, previous research results
and literature reviews. Chapter 2 refers to the local records and historical books of Taiwan,
Yunlin, Kouhu, and Sihu, and contains a brief description of geographical environment,
historical development and general condition of cultural and education in Kouhu and Sihu.

Chapter 3 discusses the traditional literature development in Kouhu area, background

of traditional literature development, important poets and their poetry, characteristics of the
\Y



poetry pieces, the relationship between literature circles in Yunlin and Taiwan to outline a

literary network of traditional poets in Kouhu area.

Chapter 4 discusses traditional literature development in Sihu area, including the
background of traditional literature development in Sihu area, the influences of Li
Hsi-tuan’s “Acquisition Hall” study room, important poets and their poetry, the literature
characteristics of the poetry. Finally, the chapter suggests the relationship between
literature circles in Yunlin and Taiwan, which depicts the literary network of traditional

poets in Sihu area.

Chapter 5 discusses the new literature development in Kouhu and Sihu areas during
the Post-war era.  First, it states general condition of new literature development in this
area, and then introduces the local important new literature poets and their poetry, so as to
conclude the new literature characteristics in this area. Finally, it concludes the relationship
among local new literature and the literary circles in Yunlin and Taiwan. Chapter 6 is the
conclusion of this paper.

Keyword: Kouhu ,Sihu ,Area’s Literature ,Yunlin area,Taiwanse Literature
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