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Title of Thesis : An Inquiry into the Relationships between Thirty Poems in Various
Styles, Jiang Yan’s Last Collection and the Question of Talent

Exhaustion

Abstract

All through the ages, the research and evaluation of Jiang Yan’s Thirty Poems in
Various Styles have been considered and conducted from two different points of view.
One is that from the viewpoint of poetics and poetic criticism history, the scholars
inquire into Jiang Yan’s philosophy of poetry and appreciation of beauty, re-
examining and re-judging Jiang Yan’s practical criticism which was done by imitating
other poets’ writing styles. The other is that from the viewpoint of five-word poetic
history, the value of Jiang Yan’s effort to conclude the development of five-word
poetry before him is emphasized. However, in this thesis I manage to inquire into the
status and meaning of the Thirty Poems in Various Styles among Jiang Yan’s literary
creation by investigating the years when these poems were written.

On the other hand, Jiang Yan edited his own works into two collections --- The
First Collection and The Last Collection. The query about the existence and loss of
Jiang Yan’s Last Collection and the issue on his talented exhaustion are the two major
topics for academic study on Jiang Yan at present. In fact, both of the topics are
researches on how Jiang Yan created his works during the Year of (Nan) Qi Wudi
Yongming in Southern Dynasties (483-493), which plays a key role in Jiang Yan’s
whole progress of writing creation. Therefore, in the process of my investigation, |
need to re-examine and clarify historical documents in order to pursue the truth.

After probing into the issues mentioned above, I have made four conclusions in
this thesis as follows.

First, Jiang Yan’s Thirty Poems in Various Styles should have be finished during
the years between (Nan) Qi Gaodi Jianyuan(479-482) and the middle (Nan) Qi Wudi
Yongming in Southern Dynasties. Second, Jiang Yan finished both his First and Last
Collections in the middle Yonming. Instead of being lost as time went on, his Last
Collection is merged into existent Jiang Yan’s Collection. Third, the saying of Jiang
Yan’ s talent exhaustion began in the middle Yonming, which actually was his excuse
for stopping writing. Fourth, the time coincidence between the accomplishment of
Jiang Yan’s Thirty Poems in Various Styles, the finish of his two collections and the
occurrence of his talented exhaustion shows that Jiang Yan attempted to set an
example for five-word poetry and put a perfect end to his writing career with his last

but best works.



In the following chapters, the issues will be re-examined and analyzed in the
sections of the finishing time of the Thirty Poems in Various Styles, the editorial
problems of Jiang Yan’s Collections, Jiang Yan’s traits of thinking mode and the

saying of his talent exhaustion through deductive reasoning.

Keywords : Jiang Yan, Thrity Poems in Various Styles, Jiang Yan’s Collection, Jiang

Yan’s Last Collection, Talent Exhaustion
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