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Abstract

This study amis to investigate how stigma of HIV/AIDS and social exclusion impact on the
PLWHA’s illness experiences and their coping strategies. Qualitative research methodology has been
conducted in a homeless shelter of PLWHA in Taipei. During eighteen months studying, 13 inhabitants

were interviewed in depth. Interview texts were analyzed with the constant comparative method.

The results reveal that stigma of HIV/AIDS and social exclusion are the important sources which
shape the illness experiences and self-identity of PLWHA. The strategies that PLWHA used to cope
with the impacts of stigma will change with personal learning experiences and the variety of moments,

places and situations of stigmatization.

The social exclusion and stigma of HIV/AIDS, that impact on PLWHA is a dynamic process. The
process makes people involve high risk behavior and also enact coping strategies. In another words,
the illness course can be seen as the re-present of the HIV/AIDS stigma and social exclusion which
have deep influence on PLWHA.

key words: stigma of HIV/AIDS ~ PLWHA - social exclusion ~ illness experience ~ coping strategies *
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