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Abstract

Haisu Liu (1896-1994), born at Chang-chou in Chiang-su, is a contemporary
world-famous Chinese painting master as well as an art educator. He had considerable
experience and his lifetime spanned almost a century. In 1912, Liu founded China's first
art school, Shanghai Painting Art Academy, launched the first art magazine, and
pioneered the establishment of co-ed schools; additionally, he was highly productive in
artistic works.

This study is aimed at probing into the development of Haisu Liu's landscape painting
styles. This research is conducted with historical research, theory-analysis, interviews and
synthesis-induce. Not only the formations of Haisu Liu's landscape painting style are
focused, but the forms and contents of his style as well. In Chapter Two, the main
factors affecting his style of painting are discussed, including Haisu Liu’s personal
characters, entire career, background, learning, companionship, and marriage.

Chapter Three is intended to further explore the origin and development of his
thoughts on his lifetime painting— influenced by previous art masters of different
dynasties and learning from the ancients as well as his teachers. He also did detailed
research into Western Impressionism and Post Impressionism after two visits to Europe
for learning of Western painting. Afterwards, he created and displayed a unique painting
style by combining traditional Chinese painting methods with Western techniques.
Besides, he had ascended the mountain, Huang-shan for ten times and made ‘splash-color
sketch’ on the subject of the mountain, which expounds how his artistic creation was
inspired from Huang-shan and accentuates the significance of sketch.

In Chapter Four, Haisu Liu’s landscape paintings are divided into three stages,
fundamental, developmental and creational, as a basis for discussion. The data on Haisu
Liu’s various landscape painting styles of different stages, including the theme,
composition, shape, ink, color, and spatial arrangement, are collated to analyze and
compare. His ‘splash-color painting’ is exceptional and expressive of national features
created in Liu’s late years. The formative background, style, and content of this unique
painting are all interpreted afterwards.

Haisu Liu’s landscape painting style is concluded in Chapter Five and Six, beginning
with traditional techniques on the subject of Huang-shan, blending Chinese painting style
with Western ones, and employing color, ink, and splash-color to produce the interplay
between them. He regarded the brilliance of color, the presentation of sketch, the
integration of Eastern and Western aesthetics styles in his painting. Haisu Liu is
distinguished for his landscape paintings and holds a prime position in Chinese art history.
His works indeed exert a great influence in contemporary art painting circles.

Keyword: landscape - style ~ Liu-Hai Su
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