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The Logic of Practice of Corporal Punishment of the
Elementary School Teachers Based on the Mandarin

Social and Cultural Context

Abstract

This study examined the disciplinary views of the elementary school teachers,
who live in the environment of Mandarin educational system, and social and cultural
context. In the past, corporal punishment used to be one type of educating students;
however, in the process of globalization, the way of how to educate students had
already changed with the affection of the western humanism and the legal system.
Thus, the corporal punishment is forbidden. Teachers’ situation is usually full of
conflicts and contradiction with facing the idea of human rights and liberty,
non-corporal punishment, Mandarin educational system and special relationship of the
students and teachers. Therefore, what kind of the wisdom a teacher should acquire
under this conflicting and prosodic situation is a vital issue.

This was a longitudinal study. In order to understand the teachers’ authentic
teaching, document collection and deeply interview were adopted with other research
methods, for example, quantity analysis of social change and plenty of historical
reviewing. Within the social and cultural context and authentic teaching situation, it
was an efficient way to understand how a teacher dealt with corporal punishment
through elective affinity.

The study indicated that corporal punishment or non-corporal punishment was not
a simple way that people thought. In the traditional corporal punishment, it was not
rational under the conflicts of human rights. Therefore, a reflexive adjustment of
corporal punishment came out.  This was a rational and cautious adjustment.
Before the new corporal punishment was built up, teachers always adjusted the way
while they were doing the corporal punishment. In order to reduce the controversy,
achieve the goal of discipline, and avoid legal worries, teachers would transform the
physical corporal punishment into the spiritual corporal punishment. On the other
hand, teachers would pass the corporal punishment to the parents, administrative staff
or the cram schools actively or passively because of the limitation of disciplinary
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rights.

In the process of this investigation, it was found that teachers always felt anxiety
about the non-corporal punishment. While facing the breaking tacitly reorganization,
non-new disciplinary systems, unbalanced campus and academic mess, teachers
always filled with passion but without methods.

Keywords: corporal punishment, elective affinity, the logic of practice,
reflexivity, tacitly recognized system, the social and cultural context
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