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The Children of Foreign Spouses and their Learning

In the Primary School Teachers Perspectives

Yuan-yuan, Yang

(The Institute of Sociology of Education, Nan Hua University)

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to examine the children of foreign spouses and their learning
in the primary school teachers’ perspectives, the related concepts are habitus, cultural capital and
multiculturalism. Qualitative research method is adopted in this study and “Interviewing method” is used
to collect data. This study is trying to investigate how primary school teachers’ practice in the
education field are influenced by their habitus; how the cultural capital of middle classes is
transmitted through education system and reproduces in their teaching, coming with the discussion
of the relationship between primary school teachers, foreign spouses and their children from the
perspective of multiculturalism; the life adjustment and learning of foreign spouses’ children in
school.

After analyzing primary school teachers’ teaching experiences from the perspectives of habitus,
cultural capital, and multiculturalism, the author concludes as follows:

1. Most of the teachers in this study have the negative bias and stereotype against foreign spouses

and their family members.

2. Most of the teachers in this study transmit school knowledge by using the mainstream culture’s

tongues and values while teaching.

3. Most of the teachers in this study don’t have the notion of cultural reproduction and the vision

of multiculturalism.

4. Four aspects of foreign spouses’ children school life adjustment organized from teacher’s

viewpoints are their cultural capital, school achievement, peer relationship, and hygiene habits.

Keyword: the children of foreign spouses, primary school teachers, habitus,
cultural capital, multiculturalism
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