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The dialogical analysis of the online political

participation in the case of the Internet kuso
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Had | the heavens’ embroidered cloths,
Enwrought with golden and silver light,
The blue and the dim and the dark cloths
Of night and light and the half-light,

I would spread the cloths under your feet:
But I, being poor, have only my dreams;

I have spread my dreams under your feet;

Tread softly because you tread on my dreams. ... Yeats, 1899
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[ABSTRACT]

This study takes internet kuso as a public language field. It analyzes the
important aspects of the meaning-producing mechanism in the field. In light of
Mikhail Bakhtin’s carnival theory, the study focuses on the specific social
communication context (language context), the meaning-constructed strategy
employed by the communicators, and the way the specific meanings are presented.
The study discovers that the internet kuso as a style of political conversations is
motivated by a rule of language play with the premise of breaking the logical thinking.
Casting the political issues in ironical lights, the political kuso subverts not only the
standard of decency which characterizes traditional political discussion, but also the
symbolic order of the social strata. This study further measures the language
performance of the internet kuso against the normative standard of Habermas’s pulbic
sphere. It suggests that, besides the rowdy and vulgar style of language, the
polyphonic carnivalesque of the internet kuso can still be identified as another agency
of political communication. The study concludes that the Internet kuso has the
constuctive meaning for political participation.

Keyword : carnivalesque, kuso, online participatory politics, public

sphere, political cynicism
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