We are, none of us, “ either mothers or daughters; to our
amazement, confusion, and greater complexity, we are both.>

1

Thousands of daughters see their mothers as having taught a compromise and self-hatred they are struggling to win free of,
the one through whom the restriction and degradations of afemale existence were perforce transmitted. Easier by far to
hate and reject a mother outright than to see beyond her to the forces acting upon her. But where a mother is hated to the
point of matrophobiathere may also be a deep underlying pull toward her, adread that if one relaxes one’ s guard one will
identify with her completely. Of Woman Born  P. 235
% Helene Cixous P. 196
*0f Woman Born  P. 211
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Feminismin the

Context of Popular Fiction: Liao Hui-ing and Popular Women's %
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Aswe shall see, woman’ s popular novels are better understood as a site of contradiction. The fierceness of the ideological
struggl e in the texts pointsto the contradi ctions that woman experience in afast changing society where they are constantly
confronted with confliction value systems.
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