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Abstract

That Virginia Woolf becomes one of the greatest woman writers in the modern
British novel as well as the forerunner of the feminist is a critical commonplace.
According to her essay, “Modern Fiction” in particular, the novel writing serve to
express the “reality” or “truth” of human existence, which means “true to life”. Her
novels, which usually ignoring plot and discarding conventional characterization, had
characterized her as a modernist writer. As a female writer, writing, for Virginia
Woolf, was a revolutionary act to subvert and deconstruct the patriarchal order. Hence,
she able to express her female writing genius into her text. In addition, from the
aspect of psychology, as her writing penetrate into the femal€ s unconsciousness, she
manages to transfer her feminine libido into her text, indicate the female depression
with collective unconscious, in consequence successfully display the freely and
multiplicity of feminine writing. Moreover, on her writing practice, she claimes that
novelist, especially the female novelist, should keep on trying the appropriate
manifestation, strategy and subject, thus create the appropriate kind of novel for the



expression of her androgynous vision. On this, she herself became the practician of

her theory.

In this thesis, | suggest Jungian theory and Feminist Literary Criticism as the best

approaches to the study and research for To the Lighthouse. Chapter One of this thesis

takes a look at the difficulty of female writers in their writing practice and briefly
describes my research motive. Chapter Two is the elucidation of Elaine Showalter’s
Gynocritics and Carl G. Jung’ s conception of androgyny. Chapter Three focuses upon
Woolf's androgyny and the French feminism' s feminine writing. Chapter Four
delineates the distinctive feature of Woolf s feminine writing. Chapter Five affirms
the feasibility of feminism literary critique and Jungian theory as a method to

appreciate Virginia Woolf's To the Lighthouse. Chapter Six, the conclusion, |

concentrate on the restriction of my research and analyze the reciprocal relations
between the novel and major elements of feminism literary critiqgue and Jungian

psychoanalysis.
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