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A Study on the Effect of Family Background on Academic Achievement

ABSTRACT

People have been pursued the equality of being educated in order to diminish the differences of
academic achievement caused by "class." Although many studies have pointed out that the family
background is still the key factor affecting academic achievement, among social scientists the
conventiona wisdom is that schooling could be seen asa"great equalizer". The changing effects of
family background during the schooling process, however, have not been paid much attention. We
investigate the function of schooling by comparing the academic achievements of the first grade
students and that of sixth grade elementary school students. Our main findings are: (1) the effect of
family background on linguistic achievement is as important for the sixth grade students as (or even
more than) that for the first grade ones; (2) students with different family background react
dramatically different when they face various external factors. Given these empirical results, we are
skeptical of the conventional wisdom that the academic achievements for different classes can
effectively equalized by schooling. Further, we argue that schooling should have different designs
for students with different family background.
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