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Abstract

The Sacred Symbolism of Order and the Shaping of Locdlity:
The Case of “ Poonkan”

“Poonkan” is an historical term for a place in the Chia-yi county, which was originally
a harbor by the Taiwan Strait where the worship of Ma-zu the Goddess of sea
first became popular in Taiwan more than three hundred years ago. The present thesis
discusses the role sacred religious symbolisms played in the constitution of the spatial
structure and the formation of the place historically called Poonkan. In this study four
main issues have been dedlt with and discussed:

1 The establishment of the order of the general parameters and spatia
structure of this place through sacred religious symbolisms.

2  The more subdivided spatial organization within the general parameters is
formulated by the Chin . The inhabitant groups came from different
regions of Fu-jian province of Mainland China, resided in each of their own
local territory called the Chin.

3 Theinhabitants, furthermore, organize their living quarters within the Chin
through each family’ s ancestral legends, symbols and heroic images. They
have cstablished their local identities and territorial boundaries through
kinship lineages.

4  Finaly, the annua ritual gatherings and ceremonies, such as go-around the
Chin , are aso closely tied with the meanings of the place; they
actually played the role as the sacral verification and renewed realization of
this place.

This stud aims to reach a deeper understanding of the man made environment. Via a
close examination of Poonkan and its religious and historical background, this study
found that a sacred and transcended world-view actually dominated the shaping of the
structure of the place and its spatial organization. Also, this study anayzed the
significance, the internal socia mechanisms and the processes of how the sacred
religious symbolisms were transformed into the spatia praxis in the rea red
life-world.

Keywords: local territory, living environments, sacred symbolisms, the order of space,
life-world
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