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Abstract

Picture storybooks are the important reading publications for children and
teenagers. Nowadays, due to the lack of the related researches and a very low
production_volume for Taiwan’s local storybooks, therefore, the social values of the
picture storybook publications is difficult to manifest. For this reason, the Government
Information Office (GIO), Executive Yuan, specially set up the Little-Sun-Awards
annually to encourage storybook creations. It is beneficial for the promoting in
storybook creations to distinguish the best work among the publications and to point
out the evaluation standard for the Little Sun Award. The aim of the study is to analyze
the stylistic of the Little Sun Award nominated work to find out the stylistic
preferences for the picture storybook.

To infer from the historical view, picture storybook should be categorized in the
storybook category. According to the thesis applied in the Narrative Theory, the
stylistic of story can be analyzed in two parts:” the content of work” and “the
technique of the narration in context”. According to the thesis of Stein & Glenn

(1979) , there are six elements in the content of work, including setting, initial-event,
reaction, attempt, result and response. In terms of “the technique of the narration in
context”, it contains temporal order, temporal frequency, the proportion of text and
picture, and focalization. In the Stylistic Analysis of 170 Little Sun Award nominated
work, the analysis results indicated that 60% of nominated objects contain the
elements of core-event (initial-event, reaction, attempt and result) as there is
consistency in the works; however, 40% of nominated objects do not. There are
obviously differences between the works contained the core-event (60%) and the
works didn’t contain the core-event (40%) of the nominated works in terms of stylistic
in which it shows that the definition of stylistic of the picture storybook in Taiwan is
unclear. A further analysis for “the technique of the narration in context” on the
core-event contained nominated objects, the results indicated that the preferred
stylistic of picture storybooks are:

(1) The stylistic preference of picture storybook is mainly on the narration that



following the temporal order, but not include the iterative narration.
(2) Texts and pictures are keeping the certain proportion.
(3) The text part is the Third-person inner focalization.
(4) The picture part is the outer focalization.

This is an exploratory study to analyze the stylistic of picture storybook. Further
distinctions in definitions and research are suggested based on the stylistic of the
storybook, in addition, to recognize the stylistic model of picture storybook, and
to set up the evaluation standard for picture storybook.

Keywords: picture storybook, stylistic, the content of work, the technique of the
narration in context
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