A study on theillness uncertainty and coping
strategies of cancer patients
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Uncertainty isone of an import factor during illness process of
cancer patients. Therearelimited qualitative studiesin Taiwan. The
purpose of the study isto exploretheillness uncertainty and coping
strategies of reality feeling in cancer patients. The study involves an
exploration on the essence and contentsrelated to patient’s
experiences of uncertainty and coping strategies. The data were
collected from seven oncology inpatientsin a medical oncology unit at
a university hospital in southern Taiwan and with deep interviews by
a semi-structure guilds. Theinterviewswill be taped and the
qualitative data will be analyzed by open coding process. The
analyses wereshow 1 Patientswereworried and faired feeling

about illnessuncertainty in all illnessprocess. 2 To search

information and faceto the facts were used in the resonable coping
strategies, positive thinking and searching mind support are used in
the emotional coping strategies. 3 Medical support and discomfort
arethe main influence factor to theillness uncertainty. Medical
support isthe positive influence factor and discomfort isthe negative
influencefactor. 4 Social support isthe main influence factor to the
coping strategies. It was suggest that care giver ought to assess
patients recognize about illness, and talking about information in
timein order toreduceworry and fair feeling in thisstudy. The
oncology unit should have psychosocial consultants, to match patients
need. The essay can be asteaching material of nursing education and
useful referenceto enhance the quality of a caring and facilitate
native nursing.
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