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Abstract

In the beginning of the certainty of pregnancy, varieties of expecting and
illusons make the parents hearts stuffed toward the expecting baby who will
complete the couples to be a whole family. Yet some children are found cancer
carriers intrinsically, torturing the parents by losing hearts, even bringing tremendous
stresses and crises into the family.

The investigation process of this research is based on the model of family stress
(Boss, 1988), and using the method of Colaizzi’ s (1978) phenomenology to inspect
the experiences of the subjective sensation of a mother who suffers family stresses
through taking care of their child with cancer. The investigation objectives are the six
mothers with their child with cancer who have been discharged froma hospital in the
northern part of Taiwan. After a deeply qualitative interviewing with these mothers,
their experiences of family stresses through caring for their children with cancer can
be classified into four phenomena: attachment loss, maternal role strain; pay off
everything, mentally and physically exhaustiory and family equilibrium. The mother
will experience “attachment loss” when her child is being sentenced as a child with
cancer, recelving treatment, disease becoming remission or relapse, or some
requirements of new development coming up. During the child being treated, the
mother who takes care the child will call “maternal role strain” into being. In order to
protect children, mothers who are full of sense of shame and guilt will have “ pay off
everything, mentally and physically exhaustion”. In order to protect children, mothers
who are full of sense of shame and guilt will have “ pay off everything, mentally and
physically exhaustion” . However, the maternal responsibility not allowed the mother
to give up easily, therefore in the subject of “family equilibrium”, she will use the aid

of resources inside and outside family and through the reaction with others to



re-construct the positive definition of condition in order to achieve accommodation..
The outcome of this research provides the regulations of nursing and caring
which are under the guiding of family centered and qualitative experiences, for the
family members of the children with cancer and for the clinical affair workers taking
care of the children with cancer. It aso can be used as background knowledge and
introspection materials which includes the entirely understanding of the experiences
of family stresses of the children with cancer, and can be applied to take care of
children with chronic disease, backing up the sufferers with a compatible rea case
and nursing and caring of living experiences to improve the quality of caring for. In
the future, this research would be incorporated with other investigation method to

realize fully the phenomenon of the family stresses.

Key Word: Children withcancer Mothers Family Stress Phenomenology
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