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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to explore the world of patients with
colostomy. A tape recorder was used during interviews with patients and
their monologues. By so doing, it is expected to investigate the body-
image, disease adaptation, reshaping process of life and volunteer
supporting networks of those patients.

The use of a tape recorder is to record patient-oriented narratives as
a self-descriptive of life history, and present the process of physical,
psychological and social adaptation and transformation. In addition, a
tape recorder served as a communication tool among the subject, her
family members and hospital staff. The research presents not only the
physical and psychological pain of the subject, but also her acceptance of
illness and the death to come in a phenomenological perspective.
Multiple viewpoints represented by the subject and teachers in the text
were interpreted to infer the underlying meanings of body, time and space.
In a conventional qualitative research, the contents of interviews are
recorded in a limited time. Yet, this study broke through this limitation
by focusing on the patient-oriented narratives, so the patient’s voice can be
heard. It also helps to create a communication channel among the subject
and nursing staff, which may improve the quality of medical care and
decrease communication problems because of time and space limitation.

Due to the limitation of time and space, there is only one subject, a
patient with colostomy at terminal stage, in this research. Therefore, this
qualitative study presents narratives of this single subject, and it may not
be applicable to studies in other fields.

key word: phenomenological, colostomy, body image, terminal stage .
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