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Abstract

This research is intended to analyze the existing patterns thereby the
handicapped and their caretakers coexist and the process through which the
handicapped and “the transcended” atered the significance of hardship, by way of
three important “interfaces’, namely the meaning of individual self, ethical relations
and faiths manifested by the handicapped faced with crippling situations. It is hoped
that, with this research, limit situations of the handicapped may be uncovered, and the
handicapped will be provided with an opportunity of voicing their opinions and
discovering the meaning of ife. Hence, underpinned by phenomenological theories,
this research involves interviewing and observing an individual with serious, multiple
handicaps, to approach her subjective feelings about reality and investigate the
existing patterns of her being totally crippled but alive.

As regards this paper, its statements and the order thereof, are arranged for the
sake of progress, development and advanced study. In the first place, in this paper, the
researchers elaborate the changes in the research subject’ s intrinsic temporal views,
gpatial experience and persona relationships as a result of her bodily crippling
experience, so as to explain how a change in her physical condition and self existence
model put her in aworld of the handicapped different from aworld of healthy persons.
Secondly, the researchers continue with the description about the soured relationship
between her bodily experience and the redlity, in an attempt to improve her ethical
relation with the community through socia support lent by family and friends. Finally,
after being persuaded into believing that all earthly ethical relations should be based
on religiondriven transcendent mercy, her transcendent features as well as the
manifestation of the causative, functional and dialectic aspects about individual self
and the transcended, she switched her view about faith from a “blessed” life to a
“committed” life. Therefore, with her bodily experience functioning as a medium, she
was moving from the mundane “familial ethics’ and “social ethics’ to the primitive
experience of religion. After the fleshly ethical relations were mended by way of
religion-driven transcendent mercy, the transcendent self of the handicapped can
substitute for their empirical self, addressing and atering the significance of hardship.

As regards the findings of this research, in the first place, an investigation into
the research subject’ s existing states, such as her physical condition, mental state,
scenario, time and personal relationships, relating to “ being totally crippled but alive”
reveals that, in fact, the existing patterns are not self-contained at all, but instead they



depend on the experience of the handicapped in their existing models. The
investigation also shows that, the handicapped are not faced with crippling situations
al the time, nor is there any default solution for releasing the handicapped from
crippling situations. The life patterns of the handicapped aways swing among such
limits as the “body existing model”, the “self existing model” and the “body and self
existing model” . The vitality of the “body and self existing model” as shown by the
handicapped is exactly the life-oriented momentum of the handicapped.

The second point discovered under this research is that, as for the coexistence
relationship between the handicapped and familia ethics and the process thereof, it
also swing among such limits as the “ self existing model for the handicapped’, the
“existing model for the handicapped and their caretakers’, the “ existing model for the
handicapped and their families’ and the subsequent “existing model for the
handicapped and the God”. It is the manifestation of this kind of concurrence and
coexistence existing model which helps mend the soured relationship between the
world of the handicapped and that of the healthy people as well as varies the values of
the handicapped about individual self, ethics and religion, facilitating our
understanding of the way to address and achieve coexistence ethics. The researches
tried their best to illustrate the appearance of the bodily changes and the self-related
changes in the handicapped, explain how to address such variations and suggest how,
while looking after the handicapped, caretakers should adjust their individual self in
order to help the handicapped achieve coexistence ethics. There are two merits of the
existing patterns for the coexistence of the handicapped and their caretakers. Firstly,
the coexistence existing patterns relieve both sides' distress, physically, mentally and
spiritually. Secordly, they function as a starting point for looking after, physicaly,
mentally and spiritually, the handicapped faced with crippling situations.

Finally, according to the findings of this research, life will only be meaningful to
the research subject and religion will only be empirical to her, unless and until she
understands the significance of her being a religious subject and the method for the
awareness thereof, and these should appear, advance, relapse, develop, be reflected
upon and be constructed thoroughly by way of a certain process. As regards the
appearance stage of faith, this paper expounds on the research subject’ s religious
experience as well as the process in which the research subject switched her
faith-related view from a “blessed” life to a “committed” life, according to the
causative, functional and dialectic dimensions about the relationships between the
God and human beings. As regards the relapse stage of faith, the researchers point out
that, the relationship-related variation in faith lies in the fact that faith was regarded as



something that intervenes in a human being’ s life and was deemed an alien, then a
party who causes conflicts, then a party sharing subjectivity with a human being and
finally a party in union with human beings. As regards the reflection and construction
stage of faith, the researchers opinion that whatever conversion of the meaning of
religious belief and hardship can only be achieved by means of the efforts made in,
and conversion done to, transcendent self and the transcended. The three
above-mentioned stages and processes do not necessarily take place in sequence,
whether temporally or spatially. However, they are the processes required to convert
an individual’ s faith to his or her attitude toward life.

In short, conversion of meaning carried out on the part of the handicapped, their
caretakers and the transcended can only be achieved by means of the manifestation of
“love’. Love is manifested in the following three ways. Firstly, both the handicapped
and their caretakers face the “love of family” in the course of their coexistence.
Secondly, feel the “love of friendship” through social support. Thirdly, understand the
“love of Heaven” by communicating with the transcended. All the three approaches to
love disclose the love-related nature of life. The research subject manifested the
significance of her self and ethical relations as well as experienced religious belief in
such a course of “love’” versus “be loved” and “dependent” versus “mutualy
dependent” .
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