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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study include (1) the development and validation of a Coping
toward Death Self-Efficacy Scale (CDSYS); (2) the assessment of religious identity and
maturity; and (3) the exploration of the predictors of hospice nurses' CDSS. Instruments of
CDSS, religious identity assessment, and religious maturity scale were modified for the
present research. Through mailed questionnaires, the 230 nurses of 18 hospice wards
around Taiwan provided their responses.

It was found that the CDSS included three sub-scales, namely (1) the terminal caring,
(2) coping with grief, and (3) death-preparation. These three scales were used as the main
dependent variables for further analyses. Responses regarding religious identity were
coded into five different levels from 1 to 5. Larger number indicates stronger identity with
one'sreligion. Hospice nurses’ religious identity ranges from level 1 —not believe in any
religion to 5 — strongly identified with one’s religion. The two sub-scales of religious
maturity were found to be (1) relationship with God, and (2) relationship with the others.

Regression analyses indicated that (1) the Christian religion, the Buddhism religion,
age, and education were the significant predictors of one’'s CDSS, (2) the Christian religion
and the relationship with God were significant predictors of one's the terminal caring
self-efficacy, (3) relationship with God and age were significant predictors in one's coping
with grief self-efficacy, (4) relationship with the others was the significant predictors for
one’s death-preparation self-efficacy.

The present study provides validation of a Coping toward Death Self-Efficacy Scale
(CDSS), and implicates that the results are very important reference to hospice- nursing

education and spiritual care.
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APPENDIX 7-2: Hospice-Related Death Coping Self-Efficacy Scale

For each of the items below, rate how certain or uncertain you are that you can perform
each one, using this scale (in units of 10):

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Highly Moderately Completely
uncertain certain certain
1.Understand the limits of your role as a volunteer.

2.Be sensitive to the needs of the patient and his or her family.

3.Buy life insurance.

4.Allow the patient and his or her family to support you.

5.Handle the death of a grandparent.

6.Listen to the concerns of a dying patient.

7.Listen to the family of adying patient.

8.Touch a dead body.

9.ldentify the concerns of a dying patient and his or her family
10.Communicate with the hospice team about your patient(s).

11.Get amedical checkup.

12.Handle theillness of your child.

13.Handle knowing that afamily member has a fatal condition.

14.Provide physical care for a hospice patient.

15.Assist in transporting a hospice patient.

16.Prepare your Will.

17.Run errands for a patient.

18.Listen to anews report of multiple deaths.

19.Communicate with a dying patient.

20.Ask someone closeto you if he or she hasaterminal illness.

21.Allow a patient to communicate fully.

22.Purchase your own cemetery plot.

23.Cope with the death of your mother.

24.Ask whether you have aterminal illness.

25.Cope with the death of your father.

26.Visit adying friend.
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27.Provide emotional support for the patient's family.

28.Care for the patient so that the family can have some respite.
29.Go to amorgue care

30.Write a Living Will.

31.Understand the philosophy of hospice.

32.Plan your funeral service.

33.Sign a card to be an organ donor.

34.Attend afuneral or wake in which the casket is open.
35.Understand bereavement and grief.

36.Cope with the death of your child.

37.Handle the death of your spouse.

38.Cope with the death of afriend the same age as you.
39.Tolerate spiritual and religious differences.

40.Cope with the death of a pet.

41.Carefor yourself if you are experiencing stressin caring for a patient.
42.Be with a person at the time of death.

43.Be with a person experiencing unpleasant physical symptoms.
44 Prepay your funeral.
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