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ABSTRACT

It is an inevitable tendency for Taiwan and China to develop from hostility to
negotiation. Both the Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) and the Association for
Relations Across the Taiwan Straits (ARATS) have reviewed and adjusted their
strategies of cross-strait consultation based on the first Koo-Wang talks. They have also
developed various strategies to deal with the changes of internal and external situations
for the political negotiation across the Taiwan Straits in the future. The “cross-strait
consultation” held in the previous years have brought meaningful experiences and
useful information for SEF and ARATS > so that they might analyze their interaction
objectively and completely. After the ingtitutionalized system for cross-strait
consultations was suspended over five years, both sides were willing to resume the
dialogue and demonstrated goodwill.

The purpose of the Study is to analyze the 1998 Koo-Wang meeting and the
development of cross-strait relations. Instead of discussing complicated factors that
affect the cross-grait relations, the Study focuses on the facts and issues arising directly
from the Koo-Wang meeting. The contents of the Study include (1) introduction (the
launching of the meeting, methodology and purpose of the Study, and scope and
limitation of the Study); (2) internal and external environmental changes, cross-strait
interactions and the policy of China to Taiwan after 1993 Koo-Wang talks; (3)
background of 1998 Koo-Wang meeting (international politic circumstances, diplomatic
policies of Taiwan and china, and preparatory meeting of the Koo-Wang meeting); (4)
the scenario of Koo-Wang meeting (statements and coordination of both sides, agenda
arrangement, political standpoints of Taiwan and China, and consensus of the meeting);
and (5) comments and summary of the 1998 Koo-Wang meeting.

The 1998 Koo-Wang meeting reflected the difference in the economic and political
development between Taiwan and China. Based on relevant reports of media, studies
and monographs discussing the issues of the meeting, the Study provides a complete set
of data and comprehensive analyzing results on this historical meeting between Chen-fu
Koo and Dao-han Wang, and hope to be used as a reference for the determination of
cross-strait policies corresponding to the changing relations between Taiwan and China.
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