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Abstract

Taiwan society in the latter half of 80s was filled with struggles, which brought about
intense collective anxiety, and the government was seeking the resolution. In 1984, the
project of Community Renaissance (CR) was proposed by Cultural Construction Association
of Kuomintang government. It was assumed that the social disorder would be dissolved by
rebuilding the sense of community in a pre-modern model. In the other hand, a new program
was added to CR-- cultural sightseeing, which would reduced the negative effect to Taiwan's
agriculture after joining WTO. The idea of pre-modern community in combination with the
tool of culture industry made up an image of "civil society" according to CR.

Hsinkang is a famous example of CR, cultura attractions were accomplished and
cultural festivals were impressive in aid of state support. Hence Hsinkang has been
represented as a model community by media frequently. Cultural representation acted as a
key element in Hsinkang's construction of culture. The use of local history constituted the
major aspect of the representation, both as the content of local culture and as the symbol of
mobilization. Ironically, the present version of Hsinkang History ( | use "History" to express
the dominant edition of Hisnkang's history) is fictive though having been widely circulated
and deeply concerned. | questioned its historical authenticity after having re-examined
historical documents for a long period and was regared as betraya. This event consisted into
the very theme of my thesis--why local history cannot be questioned and openly discussed?

Tracing the discourses of Hsinkang History, | find the texts are quite discontinuous. That
is the discontinuity revealing that its historiography was guided by residua cultural
hegemony in the nationalist ideology of Renaissance of Chinese Culture (RCC) during 1950s
and 1960s, since the emergence of Hingkang History was coincident with RCC and the
motifs of both were the same. From 19 century on, nationalism has provided the best means
to cultivate collective solidatory for the state and has permeated the construction of local
culture. In contrast, inquiry into the nationalist historiography would harm the solidatory that
the state had scrupulously cultivated.

However, the promise of "Write the Histories of Our Villages on Ourselves' in CR
comes to naught. History is more than a commodity like that in CR, it may be the best means
for us to realize our society. But it will take along while to unlearn the dominant patterns of
our mind that has long cultived by the state.



Keywords. Community Renaissance, discourse of civil society, cultural representation,

historiography, Hisnkanf History, nationalism, cultural hegemony
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