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A Study of Consumer Behavior of Preschool Education Market --The
Process of Choose a Kindergarten for Parentsin Taichung City and
County

Jun-Sheng, Chen
Graduated Institute of Sociology of Education, Nan Hua University

Abstract

Since the early child education is not compulsory in Taiwan, the governmental control on it is
limited and its overal environment is chaotic. Under this situation, some issues are worth of
discussing and investigating, for example (1) how can parents choose an ideal educational
environment for their kids? (2) When parents are making choices, which influence them most? Their
preference or their abilities on making choices? (3) Isit possible that parents decisions may be misled
or disturbed because of the socia limitations? These issues are carefully discussed in this research.

The research is conducted under the theories of Economics, Sociology and Education, and the
method used in the research is designed based on "interpretive interactionism" to framing,
deconstructing , capturing bracketing constructing and contextualizating the research question .
Samples chosen in the research are parents from four national or private early child educational
institutions in Taichung City and County. Through the interviews, parents experiences on choosing
schools for their little kids are gathered and recorded, and the gathered field information is finally
reconstructed, explained and identified, both theoretically and practically.

The results of the research are: (1) parents preferences toward early child educational institution
IS not innate, but based on personal experiences and interpersonal influences. (2) There is an obvious
difference between national and private institutions parents on using the three different skills of
selection. (3) The social meaning of the difference—"the taste of liberty" V.S. "the taste of necessity."
(4) Although parents have different tastes, their entitlements are dissatisfied because of the social
l[imitation. Also, the entitlements of parents in national institutions are different from those of parents
in private ones. (5) The market value of early child education is led by private institutions and the
government cannot fix the problem. These results lead a conclusion that the main task of solving the
early child educational problemsisto integrate parents, educational institutions and the government's
values in order to regularize the early child educational market.
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