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Abstract

Among the researches d the effects of peer relation and media reading on juvenile
deviant behaviors in the past, many of them discussed only one of the two factors. And they
tend to focus on the peer relation of “ bad types’ . So this research attempts to classify
peers by character, and expand media reading types, then tries to understand more on the
effects of mediareading and peer relation.

For reaching above- mentioned purpose, the research uses self-administered questionnaire
survey data with randomly selected 995 completed cases from the students of six in Nan-Tou
junior high schools. Nested regression analysis is the main method here for analysis.

As for the variables of media reading amount, the more the amount of reading
programs of violence, porn, and bogle, the more the possibility of deviant behavior. The more
the amount of reading programs of theater, the less the possibility of deviant behavior. After
peer relation variables and background variables are controlled, only the effects of reading
programs of violence and porn are still statistically significant. As for the variables of media
reading frequency, the more the frequency of reading programs of violence, porn, and bogle,
the more the possibility of deviant behavior. But, the more the frequency of reading programs
of news of social affairs and theater, the less the possibility. After peer relation variables and
background variables are controlled, only the effects of reading programs of porn are still
statistically significant. In other words, peer relation variables are probably the intermediate
variables between media reading and deviant behavior. And it seems the peer relation
variables may have greater effects than media reading variables.

As for peer relation variables, the more the number of peers of curious type, of
excitement-seeking type, and the number of deviant behavior of peers, the more the possibility
of deviant behavior by the respondents. The more the number of peers of studying type, the
less the possibility. The more the cohesion among peers, the more the possibility. After media
reading variables and background variables are controlled, all of these effects are still
statistically significant.

Anyway, in this research, both Bandura s social learning theory and Sutherland’ s
differential association theory are supported. That is, both learning by observation and
learning by contact are influential for juvenile deviant behavior. So, if we want to decrease the

occurrence of juvenile deviant behavior, choosing media and peers carefully is important.

Key words: mediareading, peer relation, juvenile deviant behavior
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