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Residential Issuefor Physically Handicapped
In Wufeng Hsiang of Taichung County

ABSTRACT

With the increase of age and obstacles that lower the physical mechanisms, it will lessen
one's vision, hearing, olfaction, sense of touch, sense of taste, physical strength, memory,
adaptability to changes, and mentality, all of which are changes in physical and mental aspects
that may retard one's response in behavior of life. Any one of us may face the issue of
physical obstacle due to aging or other factorsone day. Not only do those elders or physically
handicapped but also each one of us would face a demand on non-obstacle space. A design of
non-obstacle space is indispensable and emergent.

“Issue of Residence for Physically handicapped In Wufeng Hsiang of Taichung County” is
the topic of this study, with its direct presentation of “physically handicapped” related to issue
of “handicapped’'s welfare” and “residential issue” related to “non-obstacle environment” to be
the major in-depth issues for this study.

Qualitative research is adopted in this study that it conducts in-depth observation and
understanding for those interviewees, in hope of obtaining the “living experiences’ through
locals' experience and point of view as well as listening voices from those at the lower level
from which significance is created and the innate specific is emphasized through true voices.

Chapter Two in this study is about a collection of literatures related to “handicapped’'s
welfare” and “non-obstacle environment” from both domestic and foreign resources which
works at offering different aspects of thinking and brainstorming through different angles of
incisive points and research outcomes from others.

For “physically handicapped” related to issue of “handicapped’ s welfare” and “residential
issue’ related to “non-obstacle environment” in Chapter Three of this study, it brings up
relevant research with regard to handicapped’'s welfare policy and residential policy
respectively, in hope of making a good grasp of change of policy, aspect for care and
insufficient points through a retrospect of policy.

In Chapter Four of this study, the issue about “meaning and evolution for physically and
mentally handicapped and non-obstacle environment” aims to bring on basic concept and
understanding about “physically and handicapped people” and “non-obstacle environment”
prior to delving into the issue of residence for physically handicapped, thus being able to
explore into subsequent related issues.

In Chapter Five of this study, administrative units concerned were aso interviewed,
including Wufeng Administration Office and Taichung County Handicapped Welfare
Association, a corporation, so as to gain an understanding of the employment of social
resources.

For an aspect of the major exploration and discussion, it presents the interviewed data and



information in Chapter Six of this study. Physically handicapped living in Wufeng Hsiang of
Taichung County are those interviewed subjects for this study, with the scope of interview
covering: 1. Physical hedlth; 2. Mental accommodation; 3. Issue of residence; 4. Residential
environment; and 5. Employment and economy. Furthermore, bring up my views in response
to each issue.

For conclusion and suggestions in the last chapter, not only do physically handicapped
must face issue about physical and mental limitations but also one about how the society treat
them that pose double ordeals. In the aspect of living environment, it may help enhance
physically handicapped’s self-care ability and lower their degree of reliance on others if they
can live in suitable residence. With regard to issues about employment and economy, many
employers practice hired contractual system that might not mean a guarantee for a stability of
job and equal opportunity for promotion. In social welfare, government is liable for assisting
physically handicapped in purchasing, building and renting houses as well as putting physically
handicapped’'s demands into the social welfare plans. Sound social welfare shall mean
appropriate and satisfactory care for physically handicapped with esteem as well as their
opportunity to participate in socia affairs that enable them to become one part of the society.

Key Words: Taichung County, Wufeng Hsiang, physically handicapped, residential issue
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