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Abstract

This study adopts a combioathes oD émpir
underst‘ahdi pgsehnti al” isnrUaxitwar. o®nd ocfaltihe

centr al part of Tai wan iess earlcetlc:t etdh & oo mg -cY
village of the Taichung Ceiughlyor lTdho &s viinal
588 household units, and at ot outnad e rosft a2n5d2 1h opw
religious betladfco mtneln trss taimade t aeaddtl iavhiet iseesn sceo n
the villagers, and f or muil alt edr itehret astuibsnn afnar

as a whol e.

The approach of this studysiis (Hgsddiamn stt:
intends to see, to underasrntamdnéthe migshsand t
nats vpeer § plehcitsi vheas s itnhiol daorl oigdiecaasl arywpdmec at i c
by cultural anthropologistut€ktffbobhidsGeetuty

village people primarilyrasilooaadl, delsip@iscu .
individual i stic modern subheongs, Fhom shed:
re-build their understanghygi odl|l tdreganioaat i
l ocality. (2) What concerhnesl itenfiss tsheundsye Imoess
rituals, nor the | egendsvernsdo cmyaslt iocrag a neixzpaet
What really matters to téansssoudyhase téaki
beliefs andttilvogae ersi.t urdHiosesdsathuodad t(ackaecsh eoaf cf hi
regi stered deonbeasstiicc iunndiitvly dausailtt hu niitt s odwh o @
|l ocation andTépauigahl doocupgddpomprehensi ew
investigations, for aboutobea dt harnee -ayce aura |l tliym
key information about t heian imoealsi ginouadheodioe
duties, and their dail y,t hneoinrt hvlayr iaonuds yaefafrill
| ocal rel i gi otuesmpolregsa.n i Tzhaee droemsawnlgtn dhad su arbd ned edr
information and empirical source-materials

From the analysis of the empirical data-materials as gathered, this study has outlined a
relatively integrated picture of the deeper connection between the religious beliefs and
the construction of locality. Religion in this senseis no longer a narrowly defined
worship of divinities, nor the faith of the mystical, but away of life among and
between actual residential households in a specific place. It is awell-constructed
“symphony” of the local inhabitants, their deities, their lived spaces, and the
geographic realm of shared natural configurations and places. It is the enchanted



gpatial articulations and practices of the religiousy formulated view of life and world.
This study, therefore, provides a model to understand the locality of acommon village
in Taiwan. Further, this model sets a ground for the understanding of the essential
connection between the structure of locality and the religious practices among the
grass-root people of Taiwan.
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