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The Effects of Population Aging and Higher Educational Expansion
on Nuptiality in Taiwan, 1978-2002

Abstract

The fertility rates have been below replacement level for more than 20 years
in Taiwan. Recently, it is worse that total fertility rates have reached the lowest
low level. For example, it was 1.34 in 2003 and 1.23 in 2004. It will result in an
inevitable rapid population aging, so that the relative officers and demographers
are now engaged in a task: how to motivate people to give birth. One of the
strategies is encouraging getting married. However, we don’t know exactly how
marriage rates decline though we do know they have declined. Current rate of
married is affected by variations in age and educational structures. And the
processes of specific marriage rate compose marital status. Therefore, we applied
a standardization procedure to decompose the effects of age structure and
educational structure on proportions of state “current of married” from 1978-2002,
by using data retrieved from the Surveys of Manpower which were conducted by
the Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics, Executive Yuan.

Results from the standardization analyses indicated that the change of age
composition from 1978 to 2002 has a leveling effect on the proportion current of
married for both males and females. In other words, population aging has hided
the decrease of marriage rate and make those who are current of married more
visible. In the meantime, the change of educational structure from 1978 to 2002
has a magnifying effect on the proportion current of married for only females.
Marriage rate appears to decrease among the less-educated men and the
better-educated women, parallel with an expansion of higher education. So the
effects of change of educational structure on proportion current of married are

different for men and women.

Key words Population Composition Educational Composition

Standardization analysis Current rate of Married
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