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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to examine factors affecting voters’ evaluations
of presidential as well as governmental performance after 2004’s presidential election.
Secondary analysis was used to find out the causal relationships among variables such
as media use, political discussion, political knowledge, presidential and governmental
evaluations. The data was from Taiwan’s Election and Democratization Study,
2002-2004 (IIT): The Presidential Election, 2004 (TEDS 2004P). Political knowledge
was treated as mediating variable, demographic variables, media use and political
discussion as independent variables, and presidential and governmental evaluations as

dependent variables.

The results revealed that “time spent on political discussion” had the most
positive impacts on “political knowledge.” By comparison with other media use
variables, variable of “time spent on watching TV news” significantly and directly
affected presidential and governmental evaluations. Due to the mediating impacts by
political knowledge, the more time voters spent on newspapers, the Internet, the
political talk shows and political discussion, the more political knowledge voters
gained, and thus the worse voters evaluated presidential and the governmental

performance.

In addition, several demographic variables and political knowledge explained
about 40% of variance of voters’ presidential and governmental evaluations. For those
who had monthly income of less than NT$45,000 or were with lower educational
level, or had strong party identification with the DPP or the TSU, or claimed
themselves independent voters, they all better evaluated president and the government.
As for the voters from other Chinese Provinces and with high political knowledge,

they did not hold any positive attitudes towards president and the government.

Keywords: political performance, presidential evaluations, governmental evaluations,

political knowledge, media use, political discussion
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