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Abstract

This thesis discusses middle-aged divorced women's plans for old age, and
their perspective about death.
The thesis is written from a feminist perspective. Using ‘“self-narrative,”
“group-narrative,” and “participant observation” methods to collect data.
From the chosen four subjects ages between 50-60, facing old age,
realizing the situation of living alone, breaking traditional old age retirement
plan, constructing “new situation”, and assertively facing and discussing the

death questions, 8 issues were raised:

1. break the traditional old-age concept, contract self-help abilities

2. live freely and live independently can also mean happiness

3. break “having a son to carry on the family name”

4. break patriarchal “sacred” ceremony, see “tree burial” and “sea burial” as
new options

5. construct a self-help society, look for life meaning

6. Integrate life lessons, to put into practice the meaning of life

7. prepare and recognize the death journey

8. to belong to a religious group and gaining life perspective

This thesis hopes to provide a fresh perspective for single middle aged
females living a society with increase average age different perspective and
options when planning for old age, as well as provide the following
perspectives for policy makers to consider in regards to their welfare. Further
more, this thesis hopes to inspire different social groups to discuss the
importance of planning for old age.

Key Words : Divorced women, feminism, narrative research, planning for

old age
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