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Abstract

This study 18 rooted on interpretive phenomenology as its research foundation. The
research participants are middle-aged adults who are heavy addicted to online games. The
research text 1s acquired from semi-structural in depth interviewing with five participants.
The text 1s then analyzed by fusion of horizons, with interpretation of the meaning for their
own experience by the participants, the author tried to expose the life experience essentials
of the middle-aged heavy addicted game players in and between their twin worlds - the
virtual one and the real one.

The lived experience for middle-aged heavy addicted player with their family,
occupational, and social roles played are found to be as follows: (1) The alien dimension
cyber space or the e-world fulfilled the diversified needs of the player which include the
provision of feelings of exploration, adventure, and excitement together with the
Interaction and communication of the interpersonal relationships. (2) With the anonymous
attribute, the players can enjoy the safety within real world while in the same time when he
or she 1s taking adventure in the game world. (3) Middle-aged heavy users think that they
have enough sense and power of control for both the virtual and the real world to
arbitrarily come back-and-forth between both worlds without ambiguity in self-identity and
apparent persona. (4) Middle-aged heavy users have, as appeared to them, crisis for their
own occupational and social values, anxiety for cultivating their successor generation, and
also the anxiety of aging and death. (5) In an environment of information society and with
highly raised value for prosperity, the function of core family for the middle-ages has
abated gradually. The virtual cyber space community relationship replaced part of the
cohesive force for the real world family.

This research provides a primary interpretive reduction and analysis from the
experience and viewpoint of the game player themselves for this information society with
Increasing internet game players. In practice, it can help readers in modifying their fixed
image on the game players. And hopefully it can also bring up more researches on the

internet related topics.

Keywords : online game, heavy user, middle-aged, Lived experience
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