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Abstract

Taking care of the dying patient 1S nurses' responsibility. However taking care of the dying patients
will affect nursing students' physical and emotional reactions, and even their attitude towards taking

care of the dying patients.

Nursing students are taught to provide support and care to patients and their families during the
grieving period, but nurses and student nurses often don't realize the need for their own grief.
Therefore, understanding the subjective experiences of nursing students' encountering patient deaths in

order to provide necessary help is an important matter that cannot be ignored.

This research uses the phenomenological qualitative methodology, and discusses the subjective
experience of twelve nursing students who encountered patient deaths for the first time. Data is
collected through in-depth one-on-one interviews. These semi-formal interviews were tape recorded
and Colaizzi's phenomenological method of data analysis was used to account for nurse students'

experiences.

The three themes and their sub-themes shown from the results are the following respectvely:
Mission - the care during the dying period (fear, hardship of experiencing patient lives fading away,
devotion with all efforts, and resolution), Collapse- Facing patients death situation ( falls the difficult
position, leaves and burn out), and Reorganization- accommodating period (aftershock, avoidance,

realization, looking past, and growth).

The study's implications for nursing include proposed changes in nursing education related to death
and dying within the classroom and clinical settings, that in the future the program of nursing care has
to be extended. Moreover, it 1s essential for the staff nurses to provide helps and supports for nursing
students when encountering patient deaths.

Keyword : phenomenological, nursing student, the first time, death, subjective experience.
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