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Abstract

According to the department of Health, Executive Yuan R.O.C (Taiwan), the death
rates for suicide in Taiwan increased from 62 per million in 1993 to 188 per million in
2005. And it had been one of the top 10 death causes from 1997 to 2005. It also
appears that the death rate for suicide is approaching to the level of western countries.
These figures impose the importance of suicide problem to Taiwan’s society. This
thesis attempts to discuss the city and county specific death rates for suicide in Taiwan

and analyze the structure factors that affecting the death rates for suicide.

The reasons of suicide are normally split to individual factors and community
factors, paralleling to the micro and macro perspectives. The individual factors
include different kinds of pressure, the ability of coping with stress, etc. The
community factors include the economic opportunities, community support and so on.
Of course the ability of coping with stress is highly related to the supports of family
and community. Therefore it is difficult to clearly distinguish these two kinds of

factor.

This research analyzes the differentials of 358 cities and county’s death rates for
suicide in Taiwan for the period of 1996 to 2005. We firstly constructed
sex-age-specific unemployment rate, sex-age-specific employment growth rate,
sex-age-specific divorce rate, by city and county, to be the indicators of individual
factors, and proportion of primary occupation, proportion of non-schooling persons
among 15-17 years people, proportion of living alone, infant and child mortality rate,
and dependent rate, by city and county as well, to be the indicators of community
factors. A multiple-regression model is employed to analysis how these factors affect

the city and county’s sex-age-specific death rates for suicide in Taiwan.

The results of regression analysis show that community indicators capture more
variance of the city and county’s death rate for suicide than individual indicators do.

Among the community indicator, the proportion of non-schooling persons among



15-17 years people is the most important one because it is always significant in any
models. Results also show that Manjhou township in Pingtung county (54 %ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ‘[‘[
35)  has the highest death rate for suicide in Taiwan. The second rank is for Maolin
township, Kaohsiung county ( ﬁ,’ﬁ%’fﬁ% #£%4 ) , and the third for Fusing township,
Taoyuan county (A~ (&5 ) . We examined the individual and community
indicators for these three townships for substantial realization, in order to provide

more detail information for suicide preventing and controlling.

Finally, this paper suggests that administration charging for suicide prevention
should set up different strategies for different city and county and the strategies are

based on the city and county’s community conditions.

Key words : City and county’s death rates for suicide, Individual indicators,

Community indicators, Multiple-regression.
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