The Possibility of Gender Conver gence on Wor k-lifestyle:
A Préiminary Study of College Students Attitude towar ds Househusband



it Er BRI
fE b B K

b SE AR ] T G~
RASEH TRRER ) OB LR

R ORI
metze : T2 0T M‘
& D
7“4}72\ <
28%7%
%
L

RELFTR) - |
\
CORAEE  EERE % % 06 A 26 H







i &

FEWRE I ENFEP - AT R @A 2 A A e R ey
Ao gk Bk d > APt BRANILE N L BARY - i
B g r 2o B APET R ¥R SR T A&
AR R RS TR ek R L o TR, o THE ) SR
R 0 R G AR AT P AL A e A g

£
F
LSS LR RN S R SRR S R E RS SR

Hakim(2000)#-#7€ % = B4 R geirde~ 2 2 Bl » L Z 8 » b 5 8
M4 g P~ % 4F -~ (adaptive women) ~ 1 ¥ 4 B B~ % %7 % (work-centered
women) ~ 14 % Fled JEP-w b7+~ (home-centered women) o 38|+ 4 &P~ b7 &
RN RS- R ) ER T R R S S AR £ O R VL R
FLE L TR S BAT RIFR D H o WS RS B (Bl r)
BREVR PP FEFL-BRF L EDTRGRog ) o 21 T2 B
WEF (AR R AR TR RS S A AT BR R o G H e
AR o Je T - %W%i%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁéiﬁ’ﬁﬁﬂ%%%ﬁ
RAEL TG A AT BRESREDOER > F AR OF R 58T o Rued
B~ A QL 2B REEA AT 5 R A o ATIE A T BIAR R AR o b I
ok Tipx 3
éﬁﬁﬁ@ggﬂ;aﬁsﬁrakj’@»%%{ﬁzaamgﬁoﬁﬁ

M B e K o

Lopchd B BB AAR AR ST T ALILT 2 G - R I T
’@Jﬁ'7fiJ’"*rmé camdy e THE | piRrE- H 8o R 4R
C R A R R AT R e TBE ) e 9T T
FooAw TREe, 2 A3 %0 Hakim o2 i) > SR £33 4 3K

SEBELE OTLE RS IITRRE > MVRRS A RE EARR T R



LR ER S"Jin#k%-&'ri@/\%‘;&i—’fz.iﬁ;l)ii%iéiiséxi?\
FTRIEF A I PEHERIFORIARAS L RIRBR I RIEREIE G 0
ERERI N IR R i L RT P EERE
Rl Ao PR FIHa AN iT P AR YR TR0
FHBEART UESL P L F L ROel 4 0 RArERTAL B 1B gAY &
doodm FICFEFE o F SR ETLEL A P B2 Rl X hy i

EE o AR EREN R A G BN
Moo A RAMEA SRR T B FRI N FAGEE PR R R

Aind BEE LG AT ABR T A REAS BEF B ERF 0 &

piu| B

RS

GRS SRR N SRR X O S 4 SFERT o ARk T AL BR A £ o

MeEF @RIl 4 > FFEL I ~Mu AT S 2 ERE A F 2



The Possibility of Gender Convergence on Work-lifestyle:

A Preliminary Study of College Students’ Attitude towards Househusband

Abstract

As the innovation of contraceptive, progress of egalitarian movement and the
rise of female labor force participation rate, today’s women have varied choices
between family and labor market. Women’s participation in labor market is the
turning point of traditional gender role in which men are breadwinners and
women are housekeepers. Actually, women have struggled and shifted between
family and labor force market for a long time. The process is always dynamic.
Some women could be struggling for entering the labor market, some eagerly
want to redeem their home duties, and the others are in the middle and haven’t
made their final decision.

According to today’s female diversified lifestyle preference, Hakim(2000)
put women in developed countries in the 21st century into three groups: adaptive
women, worked-centered women and home-centered women. First of all, the
adaptive group consists of women who want to combine family and employment
together (for example: a teacher). They have no definite idea about which one is
their most favor. They make investment in occupation usually just for avoiding
joblessness. Secondly, the work-centered women usually don’t have children, but
they may be married or unmarried. They are minority, but the number of this kind
of women has increased gradually. Just like male, they have high labor force
participation rate and pay much attention to market competition and public affairs.
They invest in occupation are not for avoiding joblessness, but for the
development of professional career. Finally, housewife is the representative of
home-centered women. They are also minority and the number of this kind of

women is decreasing. They have the lowest labor force participation rate, prefer



not to work, want to stay at home, and give priority to children and family life
throughout their life. Their education levels are not necessary lower than the other
two kinds of women’s, but their qualified education is for marrying men with
higher social and economic statuses.

Today’s women have had diversified work-lifestyle preference already, but
today’s men still have only one choice — breadwinners. In this paper, we quest that
when more women are moving from housework to market work; will men have
the possibility of moving from market work to housework? Is it possible that the
gender division of house/market works will be replaced by a professional division?
That is, is it possible that there will be a gender convergence on work-lifestyle?

Following the Hakim’s idea (Hakim, 2000), | designed a work-lifestyle
questionnaire to collect college students’ attitudes on househusband and their
preferences on house/market work. A nation-wide sample of third grade college
students by a Proportional Probability Sampling (PPP) procedure is created.

Result firstly show that most men accept wives entering labor market, but
still want wives charging in housework. Secondly, men and women’s attitude
toward doing housework are similar, but men extremely emphasize they want to
be breadwinners. Thirdly, most men and women want to work, but the main
reason for men is being a breadwinner and the main reason for women is being
economic independence. Fourthly, the proportion of accepting a househusband for
women is lower than the proportion for men. Finally men accept others being a
househusband, but not themselves. These results indicate that the appearance of
househusband is possible in Taiwan, but it could not be popular because most
women reject the exchange of gender role.

Since both men and women want to participate labor force market, in terms
of employment, there will be a gender convergence on work-lifestyle. But since

most men and women reject a househusband, in terms of diversified lifestyle,



there will be not a gender convergence on work-lifestyle, at least in the near

future.

Keywords: Househusband, Housework division, Gender role, Work-Lifestyle

choice, College students
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