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Effects of Beauty as Capital in the Field —

Analysis on the Value of Saleswomen’s Beauty

Abstract

With the change of industry, service industry has become the most important
industry in Taiwan. In addition, the average of women’s education background and
the proportion of female working participation raise every year. These factors bring

more opportunities and create a better work environment for women.

Results of many researches have supported beautiful woman usually has better
opportunity and more choices in work. Besides, owing to many beautiful
entrepreneurs establish the good company image via their nice appearance, more and
more women believe “Beauty brings accomplishment”. For most Taiwan women,

“Beauty” becomes a capital, and it can help women achieve success today.

The purpose of this research is to realize the saleswomen how to use their capital
“Beauty” on the work. Except for using Pierre Bourdieu’s theory, like Symbolic
Struggle, Capital, Field, to analyze this phenomenon, we also place importance on the

viewpoint of actors.

We use the interview method of qualitative research to realize the effects of
female appearance in official field, and the thought of actors, like the experience of
advantage from beauty, their definition of beauty and so on. Actors in this research are
saleswomen from automobile sales and telecommunications industry. The similar
charities for these two industries are the male occupy larger proportion, and
emphasize profession. It seems these two industries are not suitable for women, but
we find saleswomen’s performance is better than salesman after interviewed. How’s

woman overcome the difficult situation?

Actually, actors regard pulchritude as capital on their work, including sale,
interview, profession, and so on. People who owns “Beauty” received higher
expectation, and build up the new relationship easier. Beauty strengthens the actor’s
activity consciousness actually. But, in theory, the process of beauty valued, it

includes the transformation between symbolic capital, social capital, and economic



capital. After this complicated process, beauty has been transformed to cultural capital

consciousness. So, beauty has the capital transformation characteristic indeed.

Keywords: Beauty, Capital, Field, Symbolic Struggle
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