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Abstract

This thesis is based on locality study. In short, anthropogeographic ideas and
phenomenology are integrated with in-depth field interviews, participant observations
and researches on related historical documents to interpret the relationship between
history and culture as well as to explore the formation of peculiar local lifestyle under
the influence of religious practice. Wu Gu Shih Er Jhuang, the religious spatiality of
Chen-An Temple in Ma Ming Shan, is served as an object of study for an
understanding of religious practice of common people in their daily lives. In fact, the
uniqueness of intentionality and cultural and historical structure of local residents is
implied. Four parts are divided to examine how the local residents shape the local
culture and their cognition of spatial system during the process of establishing
sacredness in local territory. A brief summary is made as follows:

(1) Local life history and belief

Formation of beliefs in this locality comes from the life experience of people
expecting powerful protection from divinities to continue their offspring, extend their
life span and develop the significance of existence when confronted by the threats of
natural and man-made calamities and plagues. In other words, the faith culture of this
territorial cult is based on the existential values towards continuation of life held by
local people, which is a proper relationship between men and the earth, or between
human beings and the world.

(2) Formation of religious sphere and system of holy space

In the process of shaping locality, people identify the local territory with existence
and integration of local residents by putting various sacred symbolic systems (e.g.
rites, myths and symbolic signs, etc.) in Jhen-An Temple, a holy center, into practice.
Meanwhile, realization of different sacred symbols reveals the model deeply rooted in
the hearts of common people that explains the local faith system of Wu Nian Cian Sui
established in each village.

(3) Creation of holy space at home

Inhabitants within this religious sphere set up holy spaces of various sizes in their
houses to enshrine Wu Nian Cian Sui from Jhen-An Temple to enjoy His indwelling.
Occasions of weddings and funerals are observed and accompanied with worshipping
rites of this deity to achieve the secular purpose of purging the residential territory as
well as to obtain a steady power for security and development. The status of sharing a
house between people and deities is a manifestation of real life experience of people
in this locality, fully indicating the meaning of existence for local residents.

(4) Symbolic ceremony of holy center in locality

Common local rites in this religious sphere include the spring pilgrimage activity
once a year and the winter religious ceremony held every five years. These two sacred
symbolic rites keep reinforcing the area of living locality in this religious spatiality
developing a harmonious relationship with other people in a symbolic way and
solidifying the existence of individuals. A distinctive significance is attributed to this
locality via the procession of these two holy and symbolic ceremonies. The space is
thus converted into a field where people share their feelings, which is a meaningful
and specific way of manifesting existence.



In sum, establishment of sacredness in a locality is a symbolic representation of
people’s knowledge of the overall world as well as a resort extant for existence. Not
only this process conveys cognition of this world perceived by people, but a variety of
complicated symbolic signs of sacredness are exercised through different practice
models (various implementation models in localities, villages and households) to
stress the constituents of a local territory, which, as a matter of fact, is the most
specific result of putting establishment of sacredness into practice.

Key words: Locality, Sacredness, Jhen-An Temple, Religious Sphere
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