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Abstract

The data of the tourism industry overview statistics announced by the 2015 World Travel
and Tourism Council (WTTC) show that Taiwan owns a good environment for developing
tourism, but the tourism contributes less to Taiwan’s GDP in comparing with global mean.
Therefore, the Government should pay more attention and make more efforts for tourism to
catch up the development of the global economy. There are abundant religious and cultural
resources which show great potential for developing tourism in Taiwan. According to the data
of Survey of Travel by R.O.C. Citizens announced by the 2013 Taiwan Tourism Bureau show
that religious tourism accounts for 5.3% of domestic tourism purposes and the tours which
contain religious activities account for 10.1%. Thus, it shows the importance of religious
tourism.

The research purpose to explore the determinants of religious tourism in Taiwan and it is
based upon the data of the questionnaires Survey of Travel by R.O.C. Citizens of Taiwan
Tourism Bureau ranging from the period of 2001 to 2013. However, participation in religious
tourism is the process of self-selection, it may make more errors by sample-selection if we
only estimate by the samples of tourists. The Heckman two-stage model is adopted to solve
the problem and the research questions can be divided into two dimensions. First, the probit
model is adopted to explore the determinants of tourism in Taiwan. Second, the multinomial
probit model is used to probe the determinants of tourism which contain religious elements in

Taiwan.



The results in this research are shown as below: (1) people who are older or live in the
non-metropolitan area have more probability to participate in religious tourism (2) people
who are higher educated or higher revenue or when domestic economic grows, have less
probability to participate in religious tourism (3) the probability to participate in religious
tourism isn’t obvious with time trend and isn’t affected by marital status or gender.

The results in the study indicate that younger, higher educated, and higher revenue
people are the three groups that have less probability to participate in religious tourism. The
government should assist religious groups to train more crews to integrate arts, culture and the
local elements into religious shows and try to root downward, plan more activities or
exhibitions for attracting preschoolers and pupils. Whereby, the quality and quantity of
religious tourism can be promoted simultaneously and it can enhance the energy of
developing tourism in Taiwan, and overcome the difficulties of developing economy

currently.
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2006 1.13% 8.02%
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