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A study in the utilization of emergency medicine in pre-dying patients
with Do-Not-Resuscitation

Abstract

The definition of Do-Not-Resuscitate (DNR) is to refuse to use emergency medication to
prolong patients’ near death experiences. In clinics, often patients would put a notice of using
emergency medication under DNR, the study aimed to explore what extent the emergency
medication is used for those terminated patients signed DNR in Taiwan. Retrospective study
design was used in this study to review medical charts of died patients give Cognition and
Attitude Scale in Emergency medication use for Terminated Patients (CASETP) to medical
personnel in a medical center of Middle Taiwan in 2011. The higher score the participants
gave, the lower tendency they would use emergency medication. The SPSS 18.0 statistical
software was used for analyses. We found a significant difference of emergency medication
use among Hospice ward, general wards and Intensive Care Unit (ICU) (p<.00005); the
percentage of using emergency medication was shown as follows: none in Hospice ward,
35% in general wards and 75% in ICU. Further analysis showed significant correlation
between emergency medication use and diagnosis (p<.05), department (p<.001), using
notice for emergency medication use (p< .001), dosage of emergency medication at the last
24 hours (p<.001) and discharge situation (p<.05). The results showed that medical
personnel who work in the hospice care ward had the highest scores, and those work in the
general wards had the second highest scores and those work in the ICU had the lowest scores.
In addition, the medical personnel who have attended DNR related courses had higher scores
than those who haven’t. The medical personnel who suggested to keeping emergency
medication use under signing DNR, and the medical teams who suggest to using vasopressors

had lower scores, doctors gave higher scores than did nurses. The relationships between



emergency medication use and department and decision making from patients or relatives
were not found to be significant and need further investigation. The findings in this study

would provide some suggestions for those who involved in hospice care and policy makers.

Keywords: terminated patients, hospice, Do-Not-Resuscitate (DNR), emergency medication,
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