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Gypsies In the School : Vagabond Teacher’ s Gray Sky—
A Vagabond Teacher’ s Narrative Study
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Gypsies In the School : Vagabond Teacher’s Gray Sky

A Vagabond Teacher’s Narrative Study
ABSTRACT

This is a life story about vagabond teachers in the form of narrative research which
was comprised of participants’ roaming experience, daily diary, interview and job
seeking experience. This study was to explore the value of vagabond teachers’ life by
a) taking notes of the procedure of vagabond teachers’ job seeking as well as the mental
exploration when they encounter difficulties
b) comparing and analyzing the data which were collected by interview of the other
vagabond teacher at the same time and exploring the transit process of their mental state.
The main purpose of this study is to understand why a vagabond teacher wanted to be a
teacher, the process of wandering between schools, the feeling of serving as an informal
teacher in school, and the feeling of facing school’s recruiting exams as well as the
process of searching the direction of future. This study expected to inspire the writer
herself to pursue the future in life bravely and encourage vagabond teachers with same
situation to dream bravely through the process.
After analyzing data, the results are as below:
1. My dream of being a teacher
Because of the difficulties in the childhood and help from many teachers in
different stages, I had thought being a teacher.
2. The mental process of being a vagabond teacher
A vagabond teacher has to take recruiting exams every year and doesn’t have a
stable income. The income even becomes less because of the cost of the recruiting
exams every year. Vagabond teachers have to get used to the inequity between
formal teachers and informal teachers. Vagabond teachers face inequalities
including questioned -capabilities and unfair work load.
3. The experience of being a vagabond teacher and the pursue of direction of life
Childhood
Vagabond teachers face the pressure which fails the recruiting exams every year
and start to question themselves if they should continue taking recruiting exams

every year or not. They strive to go on and search for supports in the difficulties.

Finally, after the researcher keeps taking to herself, she found vagabond teachers
are not pathetic. Their life experience is unique. They not only pursue the result of
being a formal teacher, but search for direction of life. Those experiences nurtured
their life. The journey of wandering is a process of self-discovery and searching for
meaning of life. Eventually, this study is expected to bring different points of
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view for vagabond teachers when they are wandering .

Keywords: Gypsies, vagabond teachers, substitute teacher
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