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Explaining threshold hypothesis according to the

equalization process of gender inequality in education

Abstract

Although gender inequality in education has diminished these years, its
pattern and process has not received much attention. The Threshold
Hypothesis has generated a few discussions and controversy. However,
systematic empirical evidence to evaluate this hypothesis has been less
forthcoming. The purpose of this study, therefore, is to demonstrate the
equalization pattern and process of gender inequality in education for the
last forty years in Taiwan, and to explain how the key factors involved are
affected by economical development and educational expansion.

We reorganize the 1990-2001 “Taiwan Social Change Survey” data by
birth cohorts, and estimate the gender effect on the opportunity of receiving
mid- and higher education from 1951-1991. The results show that the
equalization process is not linear, but rather ladder-like, and is consistent
with the assumption of Threshold Hypothesis. Further, the equalization of
gender  inequality in  education differs by  socio-economic
backgrounds: The order of catching up with the educational attainment
of upper level male is upper level female, lower level male, and lower level
female, respectively.

Key words: educational attainment, gender, threshold hypothesis
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