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The Planning of Core Curriculum in General Education:
The Case on the Teaching of Environmental History

Hua-Pi Tseng
Distinguished Professor, Chang Gung University

Abstract:

In mid-1970s United States, environmental history became a new field within
history. With its interdisciplinary nature and complexity, environmental history, just as
many courses in general education, offers a more integrated body of knowledge. Core
curriculum focuses on the fundamental knowledge of academic disciplines. It equips
students with the capability of critical thinking and encourages original viewpoints.
Under the frameworks of general education and core curriculum, this paper examines
the goal and curriculum planning of “Environmentalism in the Contemporary World”,

an environmental history course offered at Chang Gung University.

Some issues are discussed in this paper: the requirements of core curriculum at
Chang Gung University, the idea of the course planning, and the importance of
teaching environmental history in terms of environmental education. The author
argues that teaching the principles of academic disciplines are essential in general
education. As an example, the course emphasizes the practice of historiography, and
shows us that environmental education cannot ignore the significance of history and
the dynamic relationship between mankind and environment. It also proves that by
combining the knowledge of history and nature, students can better understand the
related environmental topics. Through general education, students also become more
aware of global events and committed to protecting the environment. The author
concludes, in addition to its academic value, environmental history plays an important

role in environmental education.

Keywords:
General education, core curriculum, Environmental history, Environmental

education, Environmental crisis
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