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Respect and Communication: On the Implications of the
Civil Literacy from the Perspective of Interpretive Political

Philosophy
Chung-Ping Wei

Assistant Professor,Center Of General Education,Nanhua University

Abstract:

This article intends to provide a brief critical discussion focusing on some of
the core literacies in civil education in Taiwan from the perspective of the so called
“interpretive political philosophy.”This discussion consists of three parts: in the first
part, it traces out the correlation between the political phenomena and the civil
education in Taiwan. It claims that in Taiwan, the civil education attaches great
importance on teaching people how many rights they have and how important these
right are, but less on how they should respect one another and how they should
discuss problems rationally. In the second part, the perspective of the interpretive
political philosophy is introduced and given a brief and concise explanation of why it
is so important to the afore mentioned core civil literacies. After that, a connection is
also established between the hermeneutic dimension of the deep conflicts happened in
any free democratic society and the possible solutions or positive effects that bring
with it. In the final part, also the conclusion, it explicates why this new philosophy
can have the effect of edification and enlightenment on the civil education. And the
answer is maybe that this philosophical perspective provides a meta-level reflection
on the questions of why we need respect each other and why we need discuss

rationally, which are so important to our civil education now in Taiwan.
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