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CULT OF OFFENSIVE 1914 AND 2014:
DEFENSIVE NEO-CLASSICAL REALISM
AND US FOREIGN BEHAVIOR

Yang, Shih-Yueh

Associate Professor
Department of International Affairs and Business
Nanhua University

Abstract

Four contemporary realism can be used to explain the current behavior
of the US: new offensive/defensive neo-realism and offensive/defensive
neo-classical realism. Among them, the defensive neoclassical realism
seems to provide the most appropriate explanation. With its huge territories,
ocean barriers, and nuclear deterrence, the US is the most secure great
power on the Earth, and there is thus no systemic pressure for the US to
expand. Nonetheless, the US conducts some expansions from time to time,
such as military operations and deployment overseas. These activities are
promoted and advocated, whether intentionally or unintentionally, by the
so-called “military- industrial complex,” those who can profit from
expansions. This is exactly the “Cult of Offensive” described by defensive

neoclassical realism.
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