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REGIONAL INTEGRATION AS POLITICAL
STRATEGY? THE CASE OF CHINA’S
ECONOMIC OFFENSIVE AGAINST TAIWAN

Liu, Tai-Ting
Ph.D Candidate

Graduate Institute of International Politics
National Chung Hsing University

Abstract

This paper is an observation of how Beijing attempts to influence other
states and achieve its interests through the use of regional integration as an
economic instrument. Focusing on the example of Cross-strait relations,
this author proposes that China’s economic success over the past decade has
encouraged the once reclusive country to actively participate in economic
integration and market liberalization efforts in East Asia, which in turn
translated into strong economic pressure for Taiwan to come to terms with
China on the negotiating table. Such a process essentially tips the balance

across the Strait in favor of China.
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