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Abstract
Originating from the West, oil painting has a long history. There have been a great many schools of art as

well as outstanding representative figures during different periods. Their works reflect the development and

evolution of oil painting materials and skills, and of course, the political and social conditions at that time as well.

The essay aims at the inquiry and research of oil painting skills according to the development and evolution of
the ancient ones. This can enable us to have an insight into the art history from a more professional view. The
representative oil painting masters and their skills will be listed here in chronological order from the New Stone
Age to the 20™ century. The essay starts from the painting skills before oil painting came into being, then
discusses how the frescos of the New Stone Age and the medieval wax prints and temperas gradually formed the
basic mold of oil painting. The skills were further promoted by the perspective concept of Giotto di Bondone
(1267 -1337), and the oil painting skills were formally established when Jan van Eyck (1390 -1441) brothers
found the skills of painting in layers and the application of paint oil mixed with volatile solvent. The modern oil
painting skills originates from the opaque impasto of Vecellio Tiziano (1477 -1576) of Venetian school in Italy.
Absorbing the oil painting skills of both the North and the South, the Alla Prima of Ruben Sir Peter Paul (1577
-1640), which thickly paints the light parts and applies transparent colors to the dark parts, laid a foundation for
the modern popular painting style. The painters after the 17 century, though varied in styles and peculiar skills,
didn’t stray away from the foresaid three basic traditional skills, with only differences in materials, or certain
enforced aspects, or combination of skills. The painting skills in the 18" century evolved further toward opaque.
In order to prove the advanced skills by finishing a picture quickly, as well as to carter for the noble taste, the
painting skills were of sensualism. The painters of early 19" century strongly disliked those of the 18™ century
who showed off skills, and they advocated restoring the research of natural and classical skills. Then those
French impressionist painters made creative revolutions to the application of colors. They emphasized the
painters’ feeling and impression of objective things. They were opposed to conformism of the academism, and in
favor of artistic revolution, which made it a revolution period. As to the history of skills, however, their works
became grayer and darker later because they tried to use volatile oil instead of paint oil in order to render instant
changes of light and color. In addition, the philosophic and artistic ideas of late 19" century brought fundamental
changes to oil painting, which no longer viewed imitation and reproduction of Nature as the supreme principle.
The free creation of artists was viewed as new reality. The skills, however, mainly followed those of the
impressionist age. There was with no improvement but the substrate material became frailer because sand, paper,
clothe, wood dust, and soft clay were added. Therefore, the 20™ century can be regarded as a regressive period
for oil painting skills. In the view of creation, however, this is a glorious and bright age.

Keywords: Oil Painting, techniques, materials
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