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The end of a “golden era”: The rise and fall
of the marketized press and possible
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Abstract: With the end of a “golden era” of the marketized
press in China, this article aims at clarifying the trajectories and
historicity of the inevitable collapse of the hitherto vibrant
marketized press there. Central to the rise and fall of China’s
marketized press is that the rise of it was of contingency while
its fall was of necessity because of the peculiar
political-economic formation in China. Despite its boom over
the last decade, the marketized press has been declining rapidly
due to the combination of economic setbacks and political
crackdown. This article concludes by exploring the possibilities
of a revitalized investigative journalism despite (and/or because
of) the expected demise of the marketized press in China.

Keywords:Mainland China, the marketized press, the critical
political economy of communication, investigative
journalism
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